Proposal for a Five College Queer Studies Certificate Program 

Submitted by the Five College Queer Studies Steering Committee
Rationale

The Pioneer Valley has long been considered one of the most welcoming and inclusive places in the country for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people, and this positive climate attracts many LGBT and LGBT-supportive students, staff, and faculty to the Five Colleges.  As a result, the region has developed a national reputation for research on the experiences of LGBT people, and courses offered on the topic are extremely popular with students.  However, area colleges lag behind other institutions in offering a program of study that provides critical inquiry into issues related to diverse sexual and gender identities and expressions.  A Five College certificate program in Queer Studies would address current student interest, attract prospective students, and strengthen connections between scholars who teach and conduct research in the field.
Nationally, Queer or LGBT Studies is currently offered as a major at two colleges and universities, as a minor at forty-one others, and as a certificate at six (see Appendix A).  Programs that have been developed to study non-normative gender and sexuality are called either “LGBT Studies” or “Queer Studies.”  We have chosen the name “Queer Studies,” which is used more commonly today and which reflects current theoretical developments within a wide range of academic disciplines as well as movements within the culture at large.  In addition, “queer” encompasses a much broader range of sexual and gender expressions and identities than does “LGBT.”
The Queer Studies certificate will provide Five College students an opportunity to enroll in a course of study that examines critically the relationship between queer sexual and gender identities, experiences, cultures, and communities in a wide range of historical and political contexts.  Working across disciplines, students will take courses in a variety of fields, such as Women’s and Gender Studies, African American Studies, Asian and Asian American Studies, Latin American Studies, English, History, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, Film Studies, Law, and language studies.  The certificate will also lead students to investigate how non-normative and normative genders and sexualities intersect with other social categories, such as race, ethnicity, gender, class, and nationality. 
The certificate in Queer Studies will be relevant and beneficial to students pursuing degrees in all areas of the humanities and social sciences and to students planning to go into law, medicine, health, politics, business, or any other profession that works with diverse communities.  As LGBT people become more visible in society and as discrimination against individuals because of their sexual and gender identities becomes increasingly untenable, students need to understand the complexities of gender and sexuality.  This certificate will give them an important advantage as members of the global community.
The certificate in Queer Studies will fill a particularly acute need in the Five Colleges.  A significant number of courses are offered in the field among the colleges, and these courses often reach capacity.  However, students do not have the opportunity to gain academic recognition for their coursework; nor do they or their advisors have an easy means to track course offerings across the campuses so that they can construct an integrated and rich course of study.  The only option that currently exists is for Smith students who are majoring in the Study of Women and Gender to concentrate in Queer Studies.  Offering a Queer Studies certificate will also draw students to the Five Colleges, as only one institution in Massachusetts (Bridgewater State University) now has a Queer Studies program.
At the same time, the certificate will help solidify cross-campus collaborations in queer studies.  The LGBT centers at the different colleges have long worked together to bring speakers to the Pioneer Valley and to encourage students to attend events at the other colleges.  For its twenty-fifth anniversary in 2010, the UMass Stonewall Center sponsored a series of academic talks and panels at each of the Five Colleges, many involving Five College faculty.  In terms of academic initiatives, the Five Colleges, Inc. sponsored a queer studies seminar series in 2007-08 that led to a number of events being held on the different campuses.  This past year, a visiting assistant professor in Queer Studies was jointly hired by Hampshire and Mount Holyoke Colleges.  The certificate program will provide a stable mechanism for sustaining and expanding these collaborations, both for faculty members and students.
Courses and Requirements

To obtain a Five College certificate in Queer Studies, students must successfully complete a total seven courses, including one introductory course, at least one cross-cultural course, and five other courses.  These five courses must include at least two courses in the Humanities and two courses in the Social Sciences, and at least one of the five courses must be an upper-level (300 or above) course.

Introductory Course (choose one of the following)
-Introduction to Gender Studies (GNDST 101, Mount Holyoke)

-Introduction to Queer Studies (SS 0225, Hampshire)

-Introduction to Sexuality Studies (WOMENSST 294D, UMass)

-Issues in Queer Studies (SWG 100, Smith)

Cross-Cultural Courses (choose at least one of the following)

-Anti-Humanism and Gay Writing (ROMLG 375/GNDST 333, Mount Holyoke)

-Asian Homosexualities (JAPANESE 197N, UMass)

-Queer Black Studies: An Introduction (SWG 201, Smith)

-Queer Kinship in Asian North America (GNDST 334/ENGL 334/AMST 301, Mount Holyoke)

-The Dao of Sex: Sexuality in China, Past and Present (WAGS 205/ASLC 328, Amherst)
Other Courses—Humanities
-Contemporary Novel: Sexuality and History (ENG 314, Amherst)
-Cultural Work of Memoir (SWG 260, Smith)

-Documenting Lesbian Lives (SWG 270, Smith)

-Fem/Queer Theory through Film (FLMST 290, Mount Holyoke)

-In a Queer Time and Place: Readings in Theories/Practices of Queer Temporality and 
Space/Place/Globalization (New Course, Hampshire)

-Performing Identity: Race/Gender/Sexuality in Theory and Practice (IA 0188, Hampshire)
-Queer Canons (WAGS 331, Amherst)

-Queer Theory, Performance, and Public Practice (GNDST 233, Mount Holyoke)
-Sexuality and Women’s Writing (GNDST 204/ENGL 286, Mount Holyoke)

-Victorian Sexualities (ENG 284, Smith)

-Video I: Queer Looks (HACU 0209, Hampshire)

Other Courses—Social Sciences

-Anthropology of Sexualities (ANTHRO 331, Mount Holyoke)
-Gender and Sexuality in South Asia (WOMENSST 397C, UMass)
-GLBT History and Politics (SWG 205, Smith)

-Politics of Gender and Sexuality (GOV 269, Smith)

-Psychology of the GLB Experience (PSYCH 391ZZ, UMass)

-Queer Cases (SS 0116, Hampshire)

-Queer Resistances: Identities, Communities and Social Movements (SWG 312, Smith)

-Seminar in Political Theory: Queer Theory (GOV 367, Smith)

-Sex and Gender in American Society (SOC 229, Smith)

-Sex, Science, and Politics (SOCIOL 391A, UMass)

-Sexuality and Society (SOCIOL 387, UMass)

-Independent Study: Supervised research in any relevant discipline.

In addition to the courses listed above, other classes may be accepted at the discretion of the Five College Queer Studies Steering Committee.

Program Budget

The certificate in Queer Studies will make use of courses currently offered at the Five Colleges, so no funding is necessary.
Steering Committee Members and Advisors
Steering committee members will make decisions related to the courses and course requirements for the certificate.  They will also serve as program advisors, working with students to design courses of study that appeal to students’ interests while fulfilling certificate requirements.  The following faculty members will serve as steering committee members for the Queer Studies certificate.  A list of all faculty and staff members who are affiliated with the Queer Studies program through course offerings, research interests, or other related activities is included in Appendix B.

Steering Committee Chair: Genny Beemyn, Director of the UMass Stonewall Center

Amherst College

- Michele Barale, Professor of English and Women’s & Gender Studies
- Frederick Griffiths, Professor of Classics and Women’s & Gender Studies
Hampshire College

- Margaret Cerullo, Professor of Sociology  

- Jaclyn Pryor, Visiting Assistant Professor of Queer Studies (joint appointment with Mount 

Holyoke College)
Mount Holyoke College

- Christian Gundermann, Associate Professor of Spanish, Latina/o, Latin American Studies and 
Gender Studies 

- Lynn Morgan, Professor of Anthropology and Chair of Gender Studies

Smith College

- Elisabeth Armstrong, Chair and Associate Professor of the Study of Women and Gender
- Gary Lehring, Associate Professor of Government

UMass Amherst

- Lee Badgett, Director of the Center for Public Policy and Administration and Professor of 

Economics
- Janice Irvine, Professor of Sociology
- Stephen D. Miller, Assistant Professor of Japanese

- Svati Shah, Assistant Professor of Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies

Appendix A

Colleges and Universities with Programs in Queer or LGBT Studies

Majors:

-City College of San Francisco [awaiting California board approval] (LGBT Studies)

-Hobart and William Smith Colleges (LGB Studies)

Minors:

-Allegheny College (LGBT Studies)

-Appalachian State University (LGBT Studies)

-Bowdoin College (Gay and Lesbian Studies)

-Bridgewater State University (GLBT Studies)

-Brooklyn College (LGBTQ Studies)

-California State University, Northridge (Queer Studies)

-Chapman University (GLB Studies)

-Colgate University (LGBTQ Studies)

-Cornell University (LBG Studies)

-DePaul University (LGBTQ Studies)

-George Washington University (LGBT Studies)

-Humboldt State University (Multicultural Queer Studies)

-Kent State University (LGBT Studies)

-Mills College (Queer Studies)

-Montclair State University (GLBTQ Studies)

-Purchase College, State University of New York (Lesbian and Gay Studies)

-Rutgers University, Newark (LGBT Studies)

-San Diego State University (LGBT Studies)

-San Francisco State University (LGBT Studies)

-Sonoma State University (Queer Studies)

-Syracuse University (LGBT Studies)

-Temple University (LGBT Studies)

-Towson University (LGBT Studies)

-University of California, Berkeley (LGBT Studies)

-University of California, Irvine (Queer Studies)

-University of California, Los Angeles (LGBT Studies)

-University of California, Riverside (LGBIT Studies)

-University of California, Santa Barbara (LGBTQ Studies)

-University of Houston (GLBT Studies)

-University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (LGBT/Q Studies)

-University of Louisville (LGBTQ Studies)

-University of Maryland (LGBT Studies)

-University of Michigan (LGBTQ Studies)

-University of Minnesota (GLBT Studies)

-University of Nebraska (LGBTQ/Sexuality Studies)

-University of New Hampshire (Queer Studies)

-University of North Texas (LGBT Studies)

-University of Oregon (Queer Studies)

-University of Vermont (Sexuality and Gender Identity Studies)

-Washington State University (Queer Studies)

-Western Washington University (GLBT Studies)

Certificates:

-Arizona State University (LGBT Studies)

-Northern Illinois University (LGBT Studies)

-University of Colorado (LGBT Studies)

-University of Maryland (LGBT Studies)

-University of Wisconsin, Madison (LGBT Studies)

-University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee (LGBT Studies)

Appendix B

Affiliated Faculty and Staff for the Five College Queer Studies Certificate Program

Amherst College

- Michele Barale, Professor of English and Department Chair of Women’s & Gender Studies
- Javier Corrales, Professor of Political Science
- Judith Frank, Professor of English
- Frederick Griffiths Professor of Classics and Women’s & Gender Studies

- Margaret Hunt, Professor of History and Women’s and Gender Studies
- Andrew Parker, Professor of English
- Jessica Salvatore, Five College Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow
- Krupa Shandilya, Assistant Professor of Women’s & Gender Studies
- Martha Umphrey, Professor of Law, Jurisprudence, and Social Thought
Hampshire College
- Margaret Cerullo, Professor of Sociology
- Marlene Gerber Fried, Professor of Philosophy and Faculty Director of the Civil Liberties and Public 

Policy Program
- Jill Lewis, Professor of Literature and Gender Studies 
- Kara Lynch, Associate Professor of Video Production
- Jaclyn Pryor, Visiting Assistant Professor of Queer Studies (joint appointment with Mount Holyoke)
- Annie Rogers, Dean of the School of Critical Social Inquiry and Professor of Clinical Psychology
- Mia Kim Sullivan, Director of the Civil Liberties and Public Policy Program
Mount Holyoke College
- Iyko Day, Assistant Professor of English

- Christian Gundermann, Associate Professor of Spanish, Latina/o, Latin American Studies and 

Gender Studies 
- Elizabeth Markovits, Assistant Professor of Politics
- Lynn Morgan, Professor of Anthropology and Chair of Gender Studies
- Eleanor Townsley, Chair of Sociology and Anthropology and Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies

- Elizabeth Young, Professor of English and Film Studies

Smith College

- Kelly Anderson, Oral Historian for the Sophia Smith Collection and Lecturer in the Study of Women and 

Gender
- Elisabeth Armstrong, Chair and Associate Professor of the Study of Women and Gender
- Gary Lehring, Associate Professor of Government

- Cornelia Pearsall, Professor of English Language & Literature
- Kevin Quashie, Associate Professor of Afro-American Studies

- Marilyn Schuster, Provost/Dean of the Faculty and Mellon Professor in the Humanities (Study of 
Women and Gender)

- Susan Van Dyne, Professor of the Study of Women and Gender
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

- Lee Badgett, Director of the Center for Public Policy and Administration and Professor of Economics
- John Bickford, Lecturer in Psychology

- Laura Briggs, Chair and Professor of Women, gender, Sexuality Studies
- Deborah Carlin, Professor of English
- Richard Chu, Associate Professor of History
- Barbara Cruikshank, Associate Professor of Political Science
- Tameka Gillum, Assistant Professor of Public Health 
- Dayo Gore, Associate Professor of Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies
- Pat Griffin, Professor Emerita of Social Justice Education 
- Anne Herrington, Distinguished Professor of English
- Lisa Henderson, Chair and Professor of Communication
- Janice Irvine, Professor of Sociology
- Laura Lovett, Associate Professor of History
- Stephen D. Miller, Assistant Professor of Japanese
- Matt Ouellett, Director of the Center for Teaching
- Amy Schalet, Assistant Professor of Sociology
- Svati Shah, Assistant Professor of Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies 
- Banu Subramaniam, Associate Professor of Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies 
