Proposal for Universal Bathrooms
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The Restroom Problem

Many people are negatively affected by segregating restrooms by sex. 

· Transgender, transsexual, and gender variant people often get harassed, beaten, and/or arrested in both women’s and men’s restrooms. Many avoid public bathrooms altogether and develop health problems.
· Parents/guardians with young children of the opposite sex are uncomfortable taking the child into the “wrong restroom” but feel it is unsafe to let them go into the “right restroom” unsupervised. 

· People who are elderly or disabled whose personal assistants or caregivers help them use the restroom have to negotiate which restroom is the “right” one to use 

· Anyone with a medical need, including those making insulin injections, changing a colostomy drainage bag, breast feeding or pumping breast milk


Our Goals
To include universal restrooms in all new buildings and building renovations and to make these restrooms more accessible to students by removing the requirement of a key. The simplest solution is to change signage on all single occupancy restrooms to reflect gender neutrality. 
Important Facts
· Single-stall restrooms also more easily meet accessibility regulations set by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

· We are not asking that gender-specific restrooms be eliminated, or to make any multiple stall restrooms gender neutral. 


	Nondiscrimination Policy
	


“BSC is a public institution with a long-standing commitment to equal opportunity for all. The college does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, veteran status, disability, political belief or affiliation, gender identity [italics added] and/or genetic information in admission to the college. Nor does Bridgewater State College discriminate in its treatment of employees, in selecting a candidate for a job position, or in selecting which students can participate in an activity or program. Concerns or questions regarding the implementation of this policy can be directed to the Office of Affirmative Action.” 
Universal Restrooms are single occupancy and may be used by a person of either sex or gender. These restrooms are public and no key is needed, but are lockable for privacy. The signs do not designate use by a specific gender or sex.











