Examples of Personal Statements


Outline of Leslie the Lesbian

Identifying info as part of introducing self to audience: major, where you went to high school, brothers and sisters, activities.

Significant Event#1- Identity

Main identity is a student-athlete.

Social stigma discussed. 

Very beginnings of thinking about not being straight. 

Significant Event #2- Starting process of coming out to self. Discusses positive/negative aspects of being a lesbian- relationship vs. public scrutiny.

Significant Event # 3-

Attempt at resolving identity. Break away from a straight identity but not yet willing to accept a lesbian identity.

Significant Event #4- Coming out process to others; sister is accepting, rest of family having a hard time. Reasons for involvement now in the LGBTA community.

Story of Leslie the Lesbian

I think I had an idea that I was gay at a really early age, but I never really thought about it. When I look back, I realize I always wanted to be around girls and never had much interest in boys, I always wanted to play sports and the things the boys did. I was completely a tom-boy, that’s what everyone called me at least. But I liked paying the sports and so I kept playing them. I guess I transitioned from tomboy into athlete without realizing it. And that’s the part of my identity I thought about the most, about being an athlete. I was a softball player and a basketball player. I was an athlete. I also was really focused on my grades. Thinking about relationships wasn’t really something I did. I had crushes on boys, but I had crushes on girls too, but I kept those to myself. I never really worried about it though. People always talked about how some girls are late-bloomers and don’t really meet anyone until college. Well that was true enough for me, but who I met in college was quite a bit of a surprise. 

My freshman  year was a crazy time. I met a ton of people, made the softball team, and had lots of chances to date some guys. The only problem was that I wasn’t attracted to any of them. This is when I really started to think about who I was. It scared me half to death that I might possibly be gay so I didn’t talk to anyone about it. Then I met someone and we really hit it off. I only thought of her as friends, but one thing led to another and we became more than friends. 
I can honestly say she was the first person I really was attracted, regardless of being a guy or a girl. We dated for a while and the people started talking about us and I had a really hard time with this. I started to back away which was really hard. The winter break came and we didn’t talk much because I wouldn’t let her call my house because I didn’t want my family to know. I just about as miserable as I had ever been. I spent the entire break working or at the gym to forget about this part of my life. I thought if I could just throw myself completely into everything I was doing, it would resolve itself. Well it didn’t resolve itself by the end of the break, or almost didn’t resolve itself. 

My sister and I are best friends and she always know when something was wrong. She’s three years older and she could tell that something was up. She thought I was getting over a broken heart, which I was. She kept bugging me about it until finally I told her the whole truth. I couldn’t believe her reaction. I thought she was going to freak out and tell my parents but she was amazing about it. We talked all night about everything. I went back to school and I joined Allies right away. Now I’m junior and I just came out to my family. They’re having a tough time but so did I so that’s okay. And the best part is, that girl that I was with at the very beginning of this is still my girlfriend today. 
Outline of Al the Ally’s Story

Identifying info; major, where you went to high school, brothers/ sisters, family life activities involved in. 

Significant Event#1- homosexuality not discussed in his environment.

Significant Event #2- friend comes out to Al as gay

First encounter to someone being gay; social stigmas in high school are discussed here.

Needs to spend time thinking about what this means to him and to have a friend who is gay.

Significant Event #3- Resolution Relation to own life experiences and difficulties; Realization that friend was more important than others’ opinions; Resolution and recognition of self as an ally- also a coming out process.

Story of Al the Ally

I grew up in a really conservative household. My family went to synagogue all the time. I went to a private school and I don’t ever remember people talking about gay people except as an insult. There were a couple of people in school that other people thought might be gay but no one ever asked. It was kind of like the don’t ask, don’t tell policy from the military. But the thing is, I didn’t ask, and a good friend of mine told me that he was gay. 

I totally remember what we were doing the night he told me. We were hanging out and watching a movie at my parents’s house. Normally when we watch a movie, we go for pizza afterwards which we did this night too. So while we’re there, he told me he needed to ask me about something. His question was crazy, I thought until I realized he was serious. He asked me what I would think if he told me he was gay. Well I didn’t know what to think. I knew him since we were little and I never even thought he could be gay. I always thought he was like me. We liked the same things, the same sports, the same movies, the same games, and I knew I liked girls, so I always assumed he liked girls too. I told him this, and then I got a little bit scared. I was worried about two things. People talk a lot in my high school and I was worried that they’d I was gay too. The other thing I was worried about that he liked me.  I really didn’t know what to do. I asked him if he liked me and he said no which was a huge relief. Still I told I needed to think about this. It was a lot to take for one night. 

I didn’t talk to him for like a week. I didn’t call him or talk to him online or anything which was really weird. I really started to miss hanging out with him but I was still worried about what people would think. Then I realized something. I’m Jewish and I hate it when people assume that I’m Christian. I’m really proud of who I am and I’m not afraid to tell People when they’re wrong. And I realized that Jim was doing the same thing. I know it was harder for him, but it made a lot of sense when I thought about it from my point of view. So I called up Jim and we talked awhile and now it’s like things haven’t changed, except now Jim has a boyfriend. That’s the only thing that’s changed for me and him. We both came here and we decided to room together and have ever since. He’s really involved in LGBT stuff which is fine and I go with him to things every once a while. It was hard at first, but I realized that Jim hadn’t changed. He was always the same guy I knew. The thing could’ve changed was me but I didn’t let that happen because he’s my best friend and that’s all there is to it. 
Examples of Note Cards for Straight Talks

The Story of Leslie the Lesbian

Card 1

Name: Leslie Lesbian

Major: African and African- American Studies

Year: Second semester junior, started at PSU-UP

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA

Biggest parts of identity: lesbian, athlete/softball player, sister, part of family

Card 2

Significant Event 1: involved in sports- a tomboy; played with the girls; did the stuff boys were doing; crushes on boys and girls, never thought about it.

Significant Event 2- everyone straight at college’ no attraction to boys but had attraction to girls- totally in the closet; relationship w/ a woman- people started talking, tried to hide relationship; became very miserable.

Significant Event 3: stopped seeing myself as straight but didn’t know if I was lesbian; still miserable and trying to figure out myself out; became absorbed in anything that could keep me from thinking about my ex or sexuality

Significant Event 4: sister confronted about unhappiness; came out to her- she was accepting; joined Allies; came out to family; with girlfriend today

The Story of Al the Ally

Card 1

Name: Al Ally

Major: Marketing and International Business

Year: First semester senior

Hometown: Hoboken, NJ

Jewish

Card 2

Key Topics:

My high school- not gay friendly

Don’t ask, Don’t tell

Best friend- Jim

Jim and me- liked the same things; sports, movies, games, etc

Bombshell he dropped- hard for me to digest it. 

Card 3

My reaction:

       2 big worries- what will people think? And did he like me?

Result:

     Stopped talking for a little bit

     Started to miss Jim

     Connection to Judaism

     He didn’t change; I did

     Called him- still friends/roommates today

Jim is best friend. Period!

