LGBT Focus group Report

Date: 5/21/13

Place: LGBT CRC Library

Facilitators: Raja, Masami

Attendees: Adrian Siew, Hongyu Wang
Q1. How do you feel about campus climate for international students/int’l LGBT students/LGBT students?

A: Not so bad because I lived in South Dakota. 
H: Lots of int’l students here. Chinese students only hang out together.  Pretty int’l friendly but it’s hard to mix international students with domestic students. It’s hard to find int’l students communities because they tend to stick together. Divided in cultural background or jokes (?) etc. 
LGBT climate is pretty good – open and accepting. But being open to Chinese is harder. It’s easier to come out to European int’l students. Americans are more accepting. NoCal students are easier to come out to. Hard to find LGBT people. They are scattered around campus. Haven’t met many int’l LGBT students. Where are they? 
Q2. Do you know about the LGBT Campus Resource Center and what kind of services we offer?

Lots of orgs. Not a lot of mention of the LGBT center at Dashew? 

Not so much. Same kind of people come here everyday. Graduate students feel weired. 
Q3. Do you know about Dashew center? If so, did you know about some other programs that LGBT CRC has offered in collaboration with them? Would you want to join the programs?

Yes – int’l 101 workshop, LGBT films.

Q4. Do you think you have enough resources and support around you now?

More times to connect with more students. Social and professional planning & connecting. What about int’l grad students? Int’l LGBT community in LA. 
Q5. Can you tell us what is the most challenging thing about being an international LGBT person at UCLA?

Balancing life here and back at home. Here I’m being more open – keeping track of what’s on social media. But home – cons, family, etc. How to get around? How to make more friends? How to make LGBT friends back home? The government is clearly against LGBT community back home. They allow homophobic presenter to present for school children. It’s scary back home. The government bans pride spaces because it promotes free sex. One of the reasons why it’s hard in China. Families are scared of LGBT children. I go back into a little shell back home. 
Q6. Can you tell us what is the most positive thing about being an international LGBT person at UCLA? (e.g. resources, health care, campus climate etc)

The freedom of being who you are. More activities here. When at home, not talking about sexuality stuff. I have to think what I have to watch myself, what I say. My friends are ok with the way I am. 
Q7. How do you think you would adjust back to your culture when you go back home?

Mentioned above.

Q8. How do you think we can better serve you?

More events for LGBT int’l. Sunset Canyon Rec Center pool event? Lunch events? I don’t know what the center does. Student group? Comments on webpage. Online chat would be good?
Q9. Any other comments?

Date: 5/22/13

Place: LGBT CRC Library

Facilitators: Raja, Masami

Attendees: Yiu Ho Au, Kevin Lee, Garance Merholz
Q1. How do you feel about campus climate for international students/int’l LGBT students/LGBT students?
Misconception. Prejudice to Asians. It's hard to come out as an int’l student. There are many students who aren’t educated. It’s important to differentiate “tolerance” and “acceptance”. 
Q2. Do you know about the LGBT Campus Resource Center and what kind of services we offer?
We have some general idea. I know there is a library. This is a safe space. I don't use counseling. 
Q3. Do you know about Dashew center? If so, did you know about some other programs that LGBT CRC has offered in collaboration with them? Would you want to join the programs?
Not really. But I knew about the LGBT 101 workshop. 
Q4. Do you think you have enough resources and support around you now?
There is a sorority. It would be better to have more flyers, pamphlets. Very politicized (e.g. queer people of color). Obnoxiousness. It’s important to meet ppl. Staff members are friendly. It’s important to get involved. 
Q5. Can you tell us what is the most challenging thing about being an international LGBT person at UCLA?
I don’t know what to do when people are not accepting. Stress management. I sometimes wish I were a butch White male. It’s hard to be myself. The main stream gay image is too White. My identity is being unstable. 
Q6. Can you tell us what is the most positive thing about being an international LGBT person at UCLA? (e.g. resources, health care, campus climate etc)

I feel special. I think I can educate people at home country. I speak many other languages so I can integrate cultures. 
Q7. How do you think you would adjust back to your culture when you go back home?

I have no resources back home. I don’t want to talk about it but there are so many negative things about it. I don't talk with my parents about LGBT issues. We use a different language at home – same-sex-love does not exist in my home language. In Singapore, gay is taboo in military.
Q8. How do you think we can better serve you?

I am interested in an international LGBT student org.

Q9. Any other comments?

I am interested in doing a panel at LGBT 101. 

Overall comment:

Overall it felt like the visibility of the LGBT CRC among international students were not very high as many of the participants were not familiar with the services the LGBT CRC offers.  Though international LGBT students find the campus un-friendly sometimes, most of them (mainly students from Asian countries) do feel safe here. The opposite may apply - US is not the most LGBT friendly country. Students from more LGBT-friendly countries may find the campus less friendly and less safe. Counselors who are familiar with LGBT international students’ issues will be needed?
One thing that was repeated so many times in the focus group was about their adjustment when they go back home. They go back into a little shell when they go back home. The have less resource at home. More mental care may be needed for those students. It may be helpful if a student can find another LGBT student from the same country and have a place to talk about what they can do back in their country. Also, LGBT students from countries where they have predominantly people of color feel intimidated by the predominantly White gay image in US; therefore students’ identity may become unstable. It will also be important to care about their LGBT identity development as a person of color.
Although having an international LGBT student organization would be ideal for international LGBT students to have more resources, since many of the students in the focus group already belong to a sorority or other student organization group. Those student groups are dedicated to their own philosophy, purposes (community services etc). Therefore it will be important to think about what will be the purposes, philosophy of the international LGBT student organization if there is going to be one, because there are many other student organization with similar purposes and philosophy.
