Recommended Social Movies for a LGBTA Resource Center Library

Babbit, J. (Director). (1999). But I’m a Cheerleader [Motion picture]. United States: Cheerleader LLC. This 85-minute film is about a naive teenager is sent to rehab camp when her straitlaced parents and friends suspect her of being a lesbian.

Berliner, A. (Director). (1997). Ma Vie En Rose (My Life In Pink) [Motion picture]. France: Canal+. This 88-minute film is about Ludovic, who is a small boy who cross-dresses and generally acts like a girl.

Brooks, J.L.  (Director). (1997). As Good As It Gets [Motion picture]. United States: TriStar Pictures.  This 139-minute film is about a single mother/waitress, a misanthropic author, and a gay artist who form an unlikely friendship.

Daldry, S. (Director). (2000). Billy Elliot [Motion picture]. United Kingdom: Arts Council of England.  This 110-minute film depicts how a talented young boy becomes torn between his unexpected love of dance and the disintegration of his family.
Demme, J. (Director) (1993). Philadelphia [Motion picture]. United States: Clinica Estetico. This 125-minute film is about a man with AIDS who is fired by a conservative law firm because of his condition. 

Färberböck, M. (Director). (1999). Aimée & Jaguar [Motion picture]. Germany: Zeitgeist Films LTD. This 124-minute film is about Felice, an intelligent and courageous Jewish woman who lives under a false name, belongs to an underground organization and Lilly, a devoted mother of four, though an occasional unfaithful wife, who is desperate for love.

Frears, S.  (Director). (1985). My Beautiful Laundrette [Motion picture].  United Kingdom: Channel Four Films.  This 97-minute film is about an ambitious Asian Briton and his white lover strive for success and hope, when they open up a glamorous Laundromat.
Ganatra, N. (Director). (1999). Chutney Popcorn [Motion picture]. United States: First Look International. This 92-minute film is about a New York based East Indian-American family and their struggle with Indian traditions on the one hand and modern New York City values on the other.

Gill, E . (Director). (2003). Goldfish Memory [Motion picture]. Ireland: Goldfish Films. This 85-minute film is a light-hearted look at the dangers and delights of dating in contemporary Dublin.
Lee, A. (Director). (1993). The Wedding Banquet [Motion Picture]. Tiwan: Central Motion Pictures Corporation. This 106-minute film a gay landlord and a female tenant agree to a marriage of convenience, but things get out of hand.

Lee, A. (Director). (2005). Brokeback Mountain [Motion picture]. United States: Alberta Film Entertainment. This 134-minute film is based on the E. Annie Proulx story about a forbidden and secretive relationship between two cowboys and their lives over the years.

MacDonald, H. (Director). (1996). Beautiful Thing [Motion picture]. United States: Channel Four Films.  This 90-minute film is a tender love story set during a hot summer on a South-East London housing estate.
Mathias, S.  (Director). (1997). Bent [Motion picture]. United Kingdom: Arts Council of England.  This 108-minute film is about Max, who is gay and as such is sent to Dachau concentration camp under the Nazi regime.

Mehta, D . (Director). (1996). Fire [Motion picture]. India: Kaleidoscope Entertainment Pvt. Ltd. This 104-minute film is about relationships.

Nichols, M. (Director). (1996). The Birdcage [Motion picture]. United States: Nichols. This 117-minute film depicts a gay cabaret owner and his drag queen companion and how they agree to put up a false straight front so that their son can introduce them to his fiancé's right-wing moralistic parents.

Nichols, M. (Director). (2003). Angels in America [Motion picture]. United States: Avenue Pictures Productions. This 352-minute mini-series is a political epic about the AIDS crisis during the mid-eighties, around a group of separate but connected individuals.

Peirce, K . (Director). (1999). Boys Don’t Cry [Motion picture]. United States: Hart-Sharp Entertainment. This 118-minute film depicts the story of the life of Brandon Teena, a transgender teen who preferred life in a male identity until it was discovered he was born biologically female.
Pullappally, L. (Director). (2004). The Journey: Sancharram [Motion Picture]. India: Wolfe. This 107-minute film depicts the story of Kiran, who is mortified by her growing lesbian desire for the effervescent Delilah, in an idyllic Indian village where arranged marriage is the only acceptable form of coupling.

Rangayan, S. (Director). (2003). The Pink Mirror: Gulabi Aaina [Motion picture]. India: Solaris Pictures. This 40-minute film is a unique story coming from India where homosexuality is still taboo. It offers a colorful funny look into the Indian homosexual closet.

Spottiswoode, R. (Director).  (1993). And the Band Played On [Motion Picture]. United States: Home Box Office.  This 140-minute film is about the story of the discovery of the AIDS virus.

Stern, S. (Director). (1997). Breaking the Surface: The Greg Louganis Story [Motion picture]. United States: Green/Epstein Productions. This 95-minute film discusses topics such as Greg's childhood problems, his homosexuality, and him contracting the HIV virus.
Thongkonthun, Y.  (Director). (2001) The Iron Ladies [Motion picture]. Thailand: Tai Entertainment. This 104-minute film is a story of a Thai male volleyball team that competes in the national championships in 1996 with a team consisting mostly of gays, transvestites and transsexuals.

Uekrongtham, E. (Director). (2004). Beautiful Boxer [Motion pictures]. Thailand: GMM Pictures Co. This 118-minute film is based on the real life story of Parinya Charoenphol, a Muaythai boxer who underwent a sex change operation to become a woman.
Vitale, T. (Director). (1997).Kiss Me Guido [Motion picture]. United States: Capitol Films. This 86-minute film is about two roommates.
