Recommended Educational Movies for a LGBTA Resource Center Library

Barbosa, P. (Director/Producer) & Lenoir, G. (Director). (2001). De Colores: Lesbian and Gay Latinos: Stories of Strength, Family and Love [Motion picture]. United States: Woman Vision.  This 28-minute bilingual documentary is about how Latino families and communities are replacing the deep roots of homophobia with the even deeper roots of love and tolerance.

Barbosa, P. (Director) & Lenoir, G. (Director). (2003). I Exist [Motion picture]. United States: EyeBite Productions. This 56-minute documentary explores individual journeys of Lesbian and Gay people of Middle Eastern cultures living in the United States.

Baus, J. (Producer), Hunt, D. (Producer/Project Coordinator) & Scagliotti, J. (Director). (1999). After Stonewall [Motion picture]. United States: First Run Features.  This 88-minute documentary chronicles the gay and lesbian experience since the Stonewall riots.

Beauchemin, M. (Director), Levy, L. (Director) & Vogel, G. (Director). (1990). Two-Spirit People [Motion picture]. United States: Frameline.  This 20-minute documentary explores the Berdache tradition in Native American culture.

Beck, L. (Director) & Clark, K. (Producer). (2006). God and Gays: Bridging the Gap [Motion picture]. United States: Zernus Productions. This 90-minute documentary explores the religious struggle reconciling sexuality and spirituality.

Busch, W. (Director). (2005). How Do I Look: From Fantasy to Reality [Motion picture]. United States: Art From the Heart.  This 70-minute film is an artistic empowerment and HIV/AIDS awareness community project.

Cartagena, C. (Director/Producer) & Newman, S. (Producer). (1994). SIS: The Perry Watkins Story [Motion picture]. United States: News Carte. This 52-minute film tell the story of Perry Watkins, who when drafted in 1968 into the US army ticked the box marked 'homosexual' on the application form. He served 15 years before being discharged in 1982 for being gay.
Chasnoff, D. (2004) One Wedding and a Revolution [Motion picture]. United States: Women's Educational Media. This 20-minute film reveals the inspirational, motivational and political challenges behind mayor, Gavin Newsom’s decision to grant marriage licenses to gay and lesbian couples.

Chasnoff, D. (Director) & Cohen, H. (Director). (1996). It’s Elementary: Talking about Gay Issues in School [Motion picture]. United States: Women’s Education Media.  This 80-minute documentary takes viewers inside first through eighth grade classrooms to find out what young students have to say about a topic that often leaves adults tongue-tied.

Dempsey, D. (Producer), Miles, W. (Producer) & Thornsen, K. (Director/Producer). (1990). James Baldwin: the Price of the Ticket [Motion picture].  United States: California Newsreel.  This 87-minute documentary uses striking archival footage to evoke the atmosphere of Baldwin's formative years

Dong, A. (Director/Producer). (1994). Coming out Under Fire [Motion picture]. United States: Deepfocus Production. This 71-minute documentary features nine gay and lesbian veterans who recount how they joined the patriotic war against fascism in the 1940s only to find themselves fighting two battles: one for their country and another for their right to serve.

Dubowski, S. (Director) & Smolowitz, M. (Producer). ( 2003). Trembling Before G-D [Motion picture]. United States: New York Films Artwork.  This 84-minute documentary is built around intimately-told personal stories of Hasidic and Orthodox Jews who are gay or lesbian. 

Dupre, J. (Producer) & McKenna, C. (Producer). (2004). Out of the Past: The Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Rights in America [Motion picture]. United States: Zeitgeist Films.  This 60-minute film tells the story of Kelli Peterson, a teenager from Utah who founded a Gay-Straight Alliance at her high school in 1996.

Epstein, R. (Director/Producer) & Friedman, J. (Director/Producer). (1995). The Celluloid Closet [Motion picture].  United States: Telling Pictures Production. This 102-minute documentary explores sexual myths and how our attitudes about homosexuality and sex roles have evolved through the century.

Epstein, R. (Director/Producer) & Friedman, J. (Director/Producer). (2000). Paragraph 175 [Motion picture]. United States: Telling Pictures. This 81-minute documentary reveals interviews with the survivors of the Nazi persecution of homosexuals because of the German Penal Code of 1871, Paragraph 175.

Epstein, R. (Director) & Schmiechen, R. (Producer). (1984). The Times of Harvey Milk [Motion picture]. United States: Black Sands Productions. This 90-minute film documents Milk's life leading up to his election, his successful efforts to politically represent San Francisco's gay community, and the city's reaction to the assassinations.

ESPN (2000). Outside The Lines: The World Of The Gay Athlete [Motion picture]. United States: GLSEN Educational Resources.  This 17-minute film documents the journeys of two students struggling to compete as openly LGBT athletes in climates that are alternately hostile and welcoming.

Hima, B. (1996). Coming Out, Coming Home: Asian and Pacific Islander Family Stories [Motion picture]. United States: A/PI-PFLAG Family Project.  This 44-minute documentary chronicles the stories of Asian and Pacific Islander families as they speak frankly and openly about their children's sexual orientation.

Intersex Society of North America. (2000). Intersex: Redefining Sex [Motion picture]. United States: CityTV of Toronto. A 30-minutes documentary on medical management of children with ambiguous sex anatomy.

Kates, N. (Director/Producer) & Singer, B. (Director/Producer). (2002). Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin [Motion picture]. United States: California Newsreel.  An 83-minute biographical documentary of Bayard Rustin.  

Mathews, T. (Filmmaker). (2005). Do I Look Fat? [Motion picture]. United States: Blah Blah Blah Productions. This 58-minute documentary takes a look at seven men with eating disorders and their stories. 
Mateik, T. (Director). (2003). Toilet training [Motion picture]. United States: Sylvia Rivera Law Project. This 30-minute video addresses the persistent discrimination, harassment, and violence that people who transgress gender norms face in gender segregated bathrooms.

Mosbacher, D. (Director/Producer), Reid, F. (Director/Producer), & Rhue, S. (Producer). (1996). All God’s Children [Motion picture]. United States: Woman Vision.  This 26-minute documentary looks at the relationship of lesbian and gay African Americans to their churches.
Mosbacher, D (Producer) & Reid, F. (Producer) (1994). Straight from the Heart [Motion picture].  United States: Women Vision. This 24-minute film examines the issues parent face in coming to terms with having a lesbian or gay child.

Muska, S. (Director/Producer) & Olafsdttir, G (Director/Producer). (1998). The Brandon Teena Story [Motion picture]. United States: Bless Bless Productions.  An 88-minute documentary about Brandon Teena, a person who was transgender, who was murdered along with two others in 1993 in rural Nebraska.

Nelson, T. (1997). Surviving Friendly Fire [Motion picture]. United States: Frameline.  This 60-minute documentary is about ten teenagers who endured incredible cruelties and hardships, and found the courage to tell their story.

Peddle, D. (Director/Producer). (2005). The Aggressives [Motion picture].  United States: Seventh Art Releasing.  This 73-minutes documentary looks at women who prefer to dress and act as men and who participate in NYC's predominantly African-American lesbian drag balls.

Regan, M. (Director). (2001). No Dumb Questions [Motion picture]. United States; Epiphany Productions Ltd. A 24-minute documentary about three sisters, aged 6, 9 and 11, struggling to understand why and how their Uncle Bill is becoming a woman.

Riggs, M. (1992). Tongues United [Motion picture]. United States: Frameline. This 55-minute film celebrates Black men loving Black men as a revolutionary act.

Rosenberg, R. (Co-Director/Producer), Scagliotti, J. (Producer), Schiller & G. (Director/Producer). (1984). Before Stonewall [Motion picture]. United States: First Run Features.  This 87-minute documentary uses extensive archival film, movie clips and personal recollections to construct an audiovisual history of the gay community before the Stonewall riots.

Seve,  J. (Director). (2004). Tying the Knot [Motion picture]. United States: Outcast Films. This 82-minute documentary looks at the debate over same sex marriage in the USA.
Shepard, T. (Director/Producer). (2001). Scout's Honor [Motion picture]. United States: New day Films. This 60-minute film traces the conflict between the anti-gay policies of the Boy Scouts of America and the broad-based movement by many of its members to overturn them.

Simmons, J. (Director) & Smothers, T.  (Producer). (2005). Transgeneration [Motion picture]. United States: Logo Entertainment. This 5-hour documentary takes a look at the lives of four college students undergoing gender transition.

Smith, B. (2004). Gay Weddings [Motion picture]. United States: Bravo Company. This 480-minute reality-series follows the lives of gay and lesbian couples as they prepare for their weddings, dealing with family reactions, homophobia and the logistical head-aches of planning a wedding ceremony.

Symons, J. (Director/Producer) & Sablosky, L. (Co-Producer). (2002). Daddy & Papa [Motion picture]. United States: New Day Films.  This 57-minute documentary explores the personal, cultural and political ramifications of the growing number of gay men who are making a decision that is at once traditional and revolutionary: to become dads.

Symons, K. (Director). (1997). Beauty before Age: Growing Older in Gay Culture [Motion picture].  United States: New Day Films.  This 22-minutes documentary explores the power of youth and beauty in the gay community.

Ward, P. (Director). (2000) Is It A Boy Or A Girl? [Motion picture]. United States: Discovery Channel.  A 60-minute documentary on the medical management of children with ambiguous sex anatomy.

Welbon, Y. (1999) Living With Pride: Ruth Ellis @ 100 [Motion picture]. United States: Frameline. A 60-minute documentary about the life and times of Ruth Ellis.

Westmoreland, W. (Director) & Clements, A. (Producer). (2004). Gay Republicans [Motion picture]. United States: World of Wonder Productions.  This 62-minute follows a handful of Log Cabin (the gay Republican club formed in California in 1977) members on their different paths to “Decision 2004”

Winer, L. (Director). (1985). Silent Pioneers: gay and Lesbian Elders [Motion picture].  United States: Water Bearer Films. In this 42-minute film we meet eight elderly gays and lesbians who lived through an era when homosexuality was not tolerated, and who battled for self-esteem and survival in a "straight world."

Zolten, S. (Director). (2002) Just Call me Kade [Motion Picture]. United States: Frameline.  A 26-minute documentary on the inspiring true story of Kade Farlow Collins 14, FTM (female to male) transgender, and living with an incredibly understanding family in Tucson Arizona.

