MISSION STATEMENT

Introduction

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Ally (LGBTA) Student Resource Center is a unit of Student Affairs at Penn State University.  We offer a safe and supportive environment for learning about lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and issues.

Vision

The Penn State University Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Ally Student Resource Center envisions a campus where LGBT people feel welcomed and are included in every aspect of the PSU community.  We envision critically transforming higher education environments so that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students, staff, faculty, alumni, administrators and their families and friends have equity in every respect.

Mission

To assist the entire Penn State University community in ensuring the inclusion of LGBTA persons and in eliminating homophobia and heterosexism at PSU by providing a comprehensive range of direct service, referral, programming, outreach and education.

Goals & Values

· Coordinate with and provide support to units and departments serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and ally communities in higher education

· Advocate for institutional policy changes and program development that recognize the needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender individuals

· Provide a welcoming, safe and confidential space 

· Provide referral services to organizations, services and agencies on campus and in the surrounding communities

· Maintain active communication with campus LGBTA student and staff organizations, alumni associations and academic programs

· Educate the campus community that all sexual and gender identities should be valued equally and seen as contributors to the diversity of the campus as a whole

· Provide resources in the form of library materials, computer access, study space, clipboards for posting information, web page links and events page, maintain list-serves for LGBTA community, produce newsletters, and knowledgeable staff

· Coordinate and instruct Straight Talks peer counseling class for credits in the Bio Behavioral Health department

· Support efforts to eliminate discrimination on campus based on sexual orientation and gender identity

· Demonstrate a commitment to social justice issues through collaboration with other underserved populations on campus and in the community

· Benchmark Center programming through coordination and collaboration with other CIC and national institutions of higher learning on issues of concern for the LGBTA community

· Provide education and resources toward the reduction of HIV and safer sex education

· Provide educational programming and resource information at all Penn State University locations
· Provide annual leadership training to LGBTAQ students

· Advise and work with LGBTAQ student groups on campus, collaborating on educational programming and activities  

· Develop and maintain an LGBT mentorship program to provide additional support services to LGBT and questioning students
