Where does an LGBT person meet someone to date?  If you’re over 21 and enjoy going to bars, that’s a possibility.  There are other settings without age restrictions such as gay-friendly coffee shops like Webster’s and The Grind.  Activities such as the gay film festival, softball, the LGBTA Resource Center, lectures, student groups, queer classes, the AIDS Project, or other personal interests also bring people together.  

The Internet. The Internet has opened a new world of dating and meeting others in the LGBT community.  Websites such as gay.com, match.com, blackplanet.com, dykeconnection.com, planetout.com, aol chat, and yahoo personals are some popular sites.  The Internet offers some positive and negative changes to traditional ways of meeting people.  Internet dating can be fun, positive, and healthy.  A potential benefit and risk is the anonymity of users.  Risks - The risks involve meeting people who use on-line connections manipulatively.  Anonymity allows people to fake their age, gender, motivations, and sexual orientation.  Information gathered through chat regarding sexual orientation may be used against you.  Benefits - A benefit of anonymity is that closeted people can get in touch with each other.  People early in developing their LGBT identity can create their ideal identity.  There can also be less emotional vulnerability when approaching others on-line in this anonymous setting.  People are on-line a lot of the time offering easy access to this world of connection.
Some think the Internet is a stunted form of communication and caution against on-line communication replacing off-line communication.  On-line dating challenges us to redefine what dating is and what defines a relationship.  

Gay male chat rooms are sometimes more sexually oriented.  There is talk about male anatomy, stats are posted, and some users are expecting sex upon meeting.  Because of the anonymity of the Internet and the potential for manipulation of identity and intentions, this can be very dangerous.  
Safety Recommendations.  In the interest of protecting people’s safety, health, and well being here are some safety recommendations for use of the Internet for on-line dating in the LGBT community.

· Know that people do lie about their identity, or omit information about themselves

· If you want to meet someone from the Internet:

Ask other people in the chat room about the person you are interested in meeting

Research someone you might meet through other search engines like Google or the PSU website

Tell someone where you are going, at what time, and when you expect to be back

Go with a friend

Meet in a public place

Take a cell phone with you

Arrange for someone to call you to give you a pre-scripted way out if needed

Be clear about expectations for meeting – coffee only

Think about the risks involved in meeting someone: STDs, rape, being outed, being physically harmed

· If you want to meet for a physical relationship:

Meet for coffee first to check it out

Always bring your own protection

Refuse an encounter with someone who refuses to wear protection

Remember that STD’s can be transmitted through kissing and skin-to-skin contact

Don’t fall asleep with the person 

Remember you give consent continually during any sexual interaction

· Don’t meet people while they are intoxicated  

Don’t meet people when they are likely to be intoxicated like in the middle of the night

Try voice chat before you meet someone to make sure they are sober

Ask about someone’s evening activities to make sure they are not intoxicated

· Think twice about meeting someone if you are concerned about being outed  

Others may be there when you arrive

The person you meet may use this information as power over you

· Don’t give out your phone # or address on-line
