Lavender Graduation

Senior/Graduate Participant Form
We hope you will join us on April 17, 2009 from 6-8pm

for our annual Lavender Graduation Ceremony.

This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate LGBT Duke graduates and allies.

Frequently asked questions:

1) What is Lavender Graduation?

· This ceremony congratulates and celebrates the achievements of LGBT and ally undergraduate seniors and graduate students. It’s basically an opportunity for us to thank you for your contributions to the LGBT community and/or the Duke Community in general. In addition to celebrating our graduates, the Center will hand out awards of appreciation to some faculty/staff. The ceremony is followed by dinner. 

2) Why should I participate?

· Lavender Graduation rewards you for your accomplishments while a student at Duke. It also serves as a formal “goodbye” to the community and Center.  You will be able to serve as an example and inspiration to the Duke community, particularly fellow students.  

3) Who attends Lavender Graduation?

· Everyone is welcome! Students, faculty, staff, and alumni all attend the ceremony. If you have individuals you would like to invite to watch you participate, simply have them RSVP to lgbtcenter@duke.edu by Friday, April 3rd.  We also have invitations/envelopes available at the Center should you want to formally invite guests. 

4) Will I miss my “real” graduation?

· No, you will not.  Lavender Graduation is held on April 17, well before real graduation.

5) Do I have to be an LGBT leader or extensively involved with LGBT issues?

· No, you do not.  Lavender Graduation is held to celebrate all sorts of achievements by LGBT and ally students.

6) What should I wear to the ceremony?

· Don’t worry: no caps and gowns for this ceremony!  Most participants in the past have chosen to dress “business casual,” but you are welcome to dress as you wish.

How to Participate:
Please send us several pieces of information.

(NOTE: This information will be read aloud at the ceremony):

Your name as you’d like it on your Lavender Graduation certificate:

College/School:

Your degree (AB, JD, BME etc.): 

Your major(s): 

Minor(s):  

2-4 sentences that will serve as your parting message to the community. 

This may include:

· Your involvement on campus

· What you’ve gained at Duke

· A parting message for the LGBTA community

· Or anything else you’d like to share

*** Please attach an electronic photo of you to be displayed in the LGBT Center on the Day of Lavender Graduation. This is of course, an option, but encouraged. ***
Please send this form and your picture to lgbtcenter@duke.edu
 by Friday, April 3rd.

