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GLBTQA HISTORY TIMELINE

248,000 BC – First Homo sapiens

From an evolutionary standpoint, the earliest significant event in human history (and thus also GLBTQIA history) was arguably the evolution of the Homo sapiens. The Homo sapiens is thought to bear close similarities to the human being; without them, humans are unlikely to have evolved in the way they did. 
25th/24th century BCE – Tomb of Khnumhotep and Niankhkhnum

“Khnumhotep and Niankhkhnum's tomb [was] built in Egypt during the fifth dynasty. It is believed that the two men may have been lovers, making this the first recorded homosexual relationship” (from Wikipedia). Khnumhotep and Niankhkhnum were both “Overseer[s] of the manicurists in the palace of the King” (from egyptology.com). Symbolic milestones such as this are important in any community and act as historical markers around which a collective history is established. 
1250-1300 – Homosexuality outlawed in Europe

Before between 1250 and 1300, homosexual activity was legal in much of Europe.  During this time, it was outlawed in most European countries, with many inflicting the death penalty on those who engaged in homosexual activity.  This included the first law (“Gulathing”) against sodomy in Scandinavia, Spain’s “Las Siete Partidas” (from Queer Heritage), anti-sodomy laws in France, and “the first documented execution for sodomy in Western Europe”, in Ghant (now Belgium) (from Queer Heritage). 
1933 – Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany

This followed the 1932 election, in which the Nazi party won 37% of the vote, becoming the largest party in the German parliament. Hitler’s election allowed him to implement his policies, particularly against Jews and the GLBTQI community. According to some studies, at least 500,000 homosexuals died in the Holocaust.  In 1935, a law was passed allowing “compulsory sterilization” of homosexuals, which often included castration.  The sheer scale of this atrocity warrants its inclusion on this list; the impact of such a large number of deaths in any context is devastating but largely immeasurable.
1948 - Publication of Kinsey Report Sexual Behavior in the Human Male
American academic Alfred Kinsey’s research continues to be seen as changing the way many people thought about human sexuality. Kinsey rejected fixed binaries, arguing that human sexuality was on a continuum from 0 (exclusively heterosexual) to 6 (exclusively homosexual). Kinsey also found that 50% of male participants and 25% of female participants had had a homosexual sexual experience. 
1969 – Stonewall Riots
On June 27, 1969 the police raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York’s Greenwich Village. Patrons were asked for I.D, and several were detained inside the bar. When the bar staff and three drag-queen patrons were ordered into a police van, “…the crowd on the street grew surly.” (from Planet Out). The bar was trashed, and the raid sparked a larger, peaceful protest the following day.  Later that summer, the Gay Liberation Front was formed. Many see the Stonewall Riots as a catalyst for this and other action; the seed from which GLBTIQ rights organizations grew most rapidly.
1981 – First case of AIDS reported

Although some claim the first cases were earlier (see footnote), the first reported cases of AIDS were in 1981, in Los Angeles, California. Five homosexual men were found to have “…a rare form of pneumonia seen only in patients with weakened immune systems (from Wikipedia).  I believe AIDS has impacted the GLBTIQA community in immeasurable ways, from being a scapegoat for ongoing discrimination against those who identify as GLBTIQ to changing the sexual practices of GLBTIQ people all over the world. 
1988 – Section 28 (& subsequent repeal in 2003)

On 24 May 1988, the UK enacted Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1988, which “prohibit[ed] the promotion of homosexuality by local authorities.” (from BBC) “In a nutshell, that meant that council funding of books, plays, leaflets, films or any other material showing gay relationships as normal was banned.” (from BBC). After much protest, the legislation was finally repealed by the Blair Labour government, which came into effect on 18 November 2003. This is significant both because of the existence of such a draconian and discriminatory law, and as an example of what can be achieved through a sustained, peaceful campaign against legislation. 
1999 - Gaydar website launched
Gaydar is a social networking site with more than 2.2 million registered users worldwide. Gaydar receives over 350,000 hits everyday from users in 160 different countries, and has been translated into 8 languages. Gaydar has become “so much a part of everyday gay life that few people remember it was only launched 5 years ago.” (from Rainbow Network). “Some people speculate that Gaydar may have played a part in shifting the emphasis from cruising grounds—both outdoors and in sex-on-premises venues—to the net” (from Wikipedia).  Gaydar was founded in the UK by Gary Frisch and his partner Henry Badenhorst.
2005 – Execution of Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni

On July 19 2005, two gay male teenagers, Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni, were executed in Iran.  There is widespread international public opinion that the boys were executed for “engaging in consensual homosexual sex” (from Wikipedia), though this is not the official line of the Iranian judiciary.  While the event in and of itself may not warrant inclusion on this list, the wake-up call it provided many GLBTIQA people throughout the world warranted that it be so.
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� In my research, I found that some claim "Gay cancer," later called GRID, (Gay Related Immuno Deficiency) claims 121 deaths in the U.S. since the mid-1970s” (from � HYPERLINK "http://www.infoplease.com/spot/aidstimeline1.html" ��http://www.infoplease.com/spot/aidstimeline1.html�).  In addition to this, some claim the origins were as far back as 1959: “Scientists isolate what is believed to be the earliest known case of AIDS. The discovery suggests that the multitude of global AIDS viruses all shared a common African ancestor within the past 40 to 50 years.” (from � HYPERLINK "http://www.aegis.com/topics/timeline" ��http://www.aegis.com/topics/timeline�) 
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