LGBTQ-Related Orientation Events: Responses Gathered from Consortium Listserv


I. Schools with LGBTQ Center open houses during orientation:
· Vassar College

· Food, mingling and introductions to LGBTQ and feminist student group leaders

· Elon University

· "New Student Welcome" event with dinner, resources, and introductions to key supporters on campus for any first-years who wished to attend
· University of Texas at Austin

· We hold a 60 info session (students have many different session they can attend at that time — so it is elective) at our center and let participants know who we are and what we do.  We invite current students involved at student orgs to come and talk as well.
· UW-Milwaukee
· As part of Fall Welcome we host a reception for LGBT+ and ally students
· Hamilton College
· Host a welcome gathering with the Rainbow Alliance (our LGBTQA student group) after Orientation
· Miami University

· During welcome week, my office hosts a reception that is primarily for LGBT and allied people.
· Carleton College
· We host a "Rainbow Reception" in our office on the last day of new student week
· Ithaca College
· My office hosts a LGBT and Allied student fall welcome event for students during our fall orientation that takes place right before the new academic year begins. It's usually an event in which each of our LGBT student groups' leaders' introduce themselves and their groups, and then I screen the first film of our (annual) film series; then we move on to mixing, mingling and refreshments.
II. Schools with LGBTQ Center tabling during orientation:

· Vassar College

· University of Texas at Austin

· UW-Milwaukee
III. Schools with event whose central feature is LGBTQ issues:

· University of Texas at Austin
· 30 minute session for parents or family members who might have any questions.
· Carleton College
· We also have a day of sessions by current student leaders, sort of a mini-conference and we usually do an LGBT 101 there.
· Rochester Institute of Technology
· We do an event called the "Lavender Tour" of Rochester. We provide a tour bus and student "tour guides" who explain/point out the LGBT friendly hot spots.  Students create a google map for the driver and gift bags (not necessary).  It is during orientation and VERY well attended each year. The older students attend but first year students get bus priority seating. It is also interpreted for deaf and hard of hearing students.  The downside it that it takes about 3 hours of bus time if we want to stop at the queer coffee shop. It can be hard to slot it into the orientation schedule.
· University of California, Riverside
· Q-Camp: An Orientation to Campus Life for LGBT Students and Allies. We had 75 people attend this year, 99 last year. Our Q-Camp is included in the campus-wide welcome week web site here:  http://rside.ucr.edu/highlander_welcome.htm or see it on our web site here: http://out.ucr.edu/events/Pages/default.aspx
· During Summer Orientation, I work with colleagues and students to present the "Building Our Common Ground," a step-in-step-out activity that includes an opportunity to self-identify as LGBT, or as someone with a close friend or family member who is LGBT. When we interview students about their path to connecting with the LGBT Resource  Center, Building Common Ground is almost always mentioned.

· UC San Diego

· Q-Camp

· Texas A&M

· Q-Camp

· Cal Poly Pomona

· Q-Camp

· Wellesley College
· Rainbow Panel that includes three or four students and myself talking about coming out and LGBTQ life and resources on campus and the greater Boston area
· Bus trip to Provincetown 
· Colgate University
· I lead the SafeZone program for all of our volunteer Orientation Leaders. These are junior or senior students who are assigned to about 30 first-years for conversation and contact during orientation. They attend this 3 hour SafeZone training with me so that they have access to LGBTQ campus resources to make referrals, and so that they can become educated about issues they may see with their groups.
· All first year OUS (HEOP/EOP) students attend a SafeZone training as part of their pre-orientation intro to campus.
IV. Schools with events that include LGBTQ themes/information in addition to other types of identities:

· Elon University

· We have a new feature called "Living the Maroon Life" (one of our two school colors): this was a skit/short film/group discussion event that the entire first-year class participated in, guided by orientation leaders and RAs. One of the skits addressed homophobic slurs, and another had a same-sex couple talking about where they could find
condoms on campus.
· Hamilton College
· I did a diversity session that was inclusive of race, gender, sexuality, etc. at our orientation for all first year students. I used text polling to get audience participation (400+ students texting live responses at the same time), and it was very effective. One of the scenarios I used was parallel to the Tyler Clementi (Rutgers student who committed suicide) incident, and posted a series of questions about what students would do if something like that happened in their residence halls. Other scenarios were based on blackface in Halloween costumes, gender role stereotypes, etc. The main overall point for the presentation was to reinforce the role of bystanders.
· Miami University

· Over the summer, during (required) orientation, LGBT issues are brought up in the context of a skit about diversity and inclusion. This is followed by a small group discussion about diversity.
· Carleton College
· Our office is also in charge of our all-student sexual violence prevention presentation, and we make it very queer friendly and focus a lot on healthy relationships etc.
· Lafayette College
· We do include LGBTQ issues as part of a peer theater script. Lafayette runs what’s called “Self-Described” where a group of students go through the incoming class’ admission essays and construct a staged reading that includes multiple themes including ability, race, class, gender, sexuality, inclusiveness, etc.
· Colgate University
· We have a performance program on campus called In Your Company each fall for the entire first year, in which 5 students get on stage to tell a story of strength and overcoming a personal identity challenge while on campus. There is great effort put into making sure these stories are diverse across experiences of race/ethnic struggle, religious questions, sexual orientation/gender id, student athlete, parental/familial loss, rape/sexual assault etc.
V. Orientation-related data from last Consortium directors survey:

Orientation Program for New LGBTQ Students – defined as an event at the beginning of the academic year to connect new and returning LGBTQ students and allies to resources and to each other.
 
Yes – 63% (85 of 135 campuses)
 
$1000 Dinner
Advocacy and Equity Unit Open House
Annual GLBT Center Welcome Night
Annual LGBTQ Fall Reception
Annual Welcome Luncheon
Autumn Reception
Being LGBT at Princeton (which is a lunch program)
Beyond GSA: Queer Student Welcome
Brown Bag Welcome Lunch
Chocolate Fountain social
Club Q
Coffeehouse
Coming Out BBQ/Welcome
FLAME
Grad LGBT Night Out
Guess the Straight Person
Join the QASU Party
Joining UT Austin's LGBTQ Community
LGBT & Ally Welcome Back BBQ
LGBT All Community Welcome
LGBT Open House
LGBT Potluck/Open House
LGBT Welcome Reception
LGBT Welcome Reception
LGBTIQQAA Welcome Social
LGBTQ Fall Welcome
LGBTQ Welcome Dinner
LGBTQ Welcome Dinner
LGBTQ Welcome Reception / Queer-a-palooza
LGBTQA Student Social
LGBTQA Welcome Back Reception
LGBTQA Welcome Picnic
LGBTQI Welcome Week
LGBTQIA Office Meet and Greet
LGBTRC Open House
Multicultural Game Night
New to the U
New2U
Open House
Open House
Open House
Open House
Open House
Open House
Open House for First Year Students
'Orientation' Orientation
Orientation Orientation
Orientation Session "Queer Life at SJSU”
Out@Stout New Student Reception
Peer Liaisons
Pride Alliance Ice Cream Social
Q & Q (Questioning and Queer)
Q Camp
Q Camp
Q-Camp
Q-Camp: An Orientation to Campus Life for LGBT Students and Allies
Queer 101
Queer a la Mode
Queer Connect
Queer Connection Mixer
Queer Ducks
Queer Fall Fling/Queer Spring Fling
Queer Orientation Week
Queer Social.
Queer Welcome
Queer Women's Dessert Night
Queer, Questioning, and New to SOU!
Queer/Trans Orientation
Rainbow Reception
Rainbow Reception/Welcomw
Rainbow Social
Samosas and Smoothies
Sexuality, Gender, and Treats: Oh My!
Square Dance in the Park Blocks (changes every year)
Stonewall Open House
Upperclassmen talk race, gender, and sexual orientation
Walking Tour of the Gayborhood
Welcome Back
Welcome Back BBQ
Welcome Back BBQ
Welcome Back BBQueer
Welcome Back Ice Cream Spectacular
Welcome Back Open House
Welcome Back Open House
Welcome Back Reception
Welcome Dinner
Welcome Dinner
Welcome Reception
Welcome Reception for LGBT Students, Families, and Friends
Welcome to the Gayborhood
Welcome Week
Welcome Week
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