Participants are each given a star with the following words on each point:

Housing

Class

Family

Friends

State Street (a popular hangout area in Madison)

The stars are colored, with the following distribution: 1 red, 3 orange, 4 blue, 4 purple.

This activity has been tailored to capture the lived experiences of UW-Madison students. 

Imagine that this star represents your world. Write your name in the center. 

On the point labeled ‘friends’ write the name of someone who is very close to you, someone you care about more than anyone else, who you have confided in and have known for some time. 

On the point labeled family, write the name of a family member who you can always go to for advice and guidance, who you can count on and who you can talk to about things you are struggling with.

On the point labeled housing, write down your address or the dorm you live in. Write down a few positive adjectives to describe this space, for instance, community, safety, comfort, or home.

On the point labeled class, write down your favorite class - a class where you have friends, admire the professor, and are interested in the class material.

On the point labeled State Street, write down you favorite State Street hangout.

Every one of you is now coming out as gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender. If you already identify as one of these, imagine yourself coming out as a different identity in the LGBT spectrum. 

You decide that it will be easiest to come out to your friend first, they have always had your back in the past and you feel they need to know. 

· If you have a BLUE star, your friend has no problem with it, they’ve suspected it for a while and thank you for being honest with them. Luckily, they act no different toward you and accept you for who you are. 

· If you have an ORANGE or PURPLE star, your friend is kind of hesitant. They are irritated that you waited so long to tell them but you’re confident that with time, they will begin to understand that being LGBTQ identified is just part of who you are. Fold back this point of your star. 

· If you have a PINK star, you are met with anger and disgust. This friend who has been by your side in the past, tells you that being LGBTQ identified is wrong and that they can’t associate with anyone like that. Tear off this point on your star, this friend is no longer a part of your life. 

You now decide that your family should know so you turn to your closest family member. 

· If you have a PURPLE star, the conversation does not go exactly how you planned. Several questions are asked as to how this could have happened, but after a lengthy discussion, this person who is close to you seems more at ease. Fold back this point on your star--with time, this person will be an ally. 

· If you have a BLUE star, you are embraced by this family member. They’re proud of you for coming out and let you know that you have their support. 

· If you have a PINK or ORANGE star, your family member rejects the thought of being related to an LGBTQ identified person. They are disgusted and some of you are thrown out of the house and even disowned. Your parents have also told you that they will no longer support your education, please rip off this point on your star. 

Having told your friends and family, you decide to be open with individuals who you live with and some of your neighbors.  

· If you have a PURPLE star, your identity is accepted by your community and you are embraced.

· If you have an ORANGE or BLUE star. You are met with a mixed response. Some people outwardly accept you but others don’t know what to think. Some people make comments about how uncomfortable they would feel if you brought a significant other home with you. Fold back this point on your star, it may take some time before your neighbors and/or roommates act towards you in the same way as before. 

· If you have a PINK star, your community reacts with hatred. They tell you that you don’t belong, threaten you, and even deface your property by writing words like “fag” on your door. Rip off this point of your star--you do not feel safe in your living environment and your landlord is unresponsive. Eventually you have to move for fear of your own safety.

Rumors have started circulating through your classes. Typically, you would confront them head on, but this time, you’re not sure if doing so would cause more harm than good. 

· If you have a BLUE star, your classmates approach you and let you know that they’ve heard the rumors and they really don’t care, they will support you even if the rumors are true. 

· If you have a PURPLE star, your environment has become a little interesting. No one has approached you about the rumors but people have started acting differently around you. Some people speak to you less and even though you haven’t confirmed or denied the rumors, you notice a shift in people’s behavior toward you. Fold this point back, it may take a little time before you feel fully comfortable in this environment again. 

· If you have a PINK or an ORANGE star, you continue to work as though nothing has changed but feel a lot of hostility coming from your classmates and coworkers. Connections have been ruptured and your ability to succeed has been undermined because people have started to ignore your work or look at it differently. Rip off this point on your star. 

After all of these experiences, you go out with your significant other on Friday night to relax and have fun.  You’re walking down State Street after a late dinner...

· If you have a PURPLE star, you have a fun night and feel more at ease with the world around you. You come to realize that no matter what, this is your life and even though you’ve probably experienced some sort of rejection because of your identity, there’s still a long road ahead and you feel prepared to face the struggles that you’re sure to encounter. 

· If you have a BLUE, or ORANGE star, you and your significant other are followed while being called anti-gay slurs and even being spat on by a few intoxicated individuals leaving one of the bars.  This makes you feel immediately unsafe and you find that your interest in being out and about on State street after a certain hour doesn’t feel safe. Fold this point back.

· If you have a PINK star, you and your significant other are followed, verbally harassed  and physically attacked by some individuals who have just come out of a bar.  This experience is more than you can handle--you begin looking back on the rejection you’ve experienced since first coming out to your friend and feel seriously depressed. Eventually, you feel that your life really isn’t even worth living. If you have a pink star, tear it up now. You’ve become part of the 40% of suicide victims who are LGBT identified. 

As this activity hopefully helped you understand, LGBT students receive varied responses to coming out and being out. Some people are fortunate enough to find supportive community, but others are not so lucky.  All of your stars have been folded or ripped in some way and this holds true for the entire LGBT community. None of our “stars” are perfectly intact.  We all face different forms of discrimination and isolation due to our identity.  

Our work is vital for this very reason. The LGBT Campus Center serves a resource for all students, including allies who sometimes face hatred for supporting LGBT equality. 

In the fall, after a string of highly publicized suicides, we started a campaign called Stop the Silence. One of our early events was a glow light vigil that saw a large crowd of students and community members gathering in solidarity to send a message that homophobia and transphobia have no place in our school or in the broader Madison community. 

On April 15th, we will be amplifying this message with Break the Silence, Wisconsin. College students, high schoolers, parents, teachers, and many other people from every region of the state will be traveling to Madison. Thousands of us, together, will march down State Street to the steps of the capitol and declare that we stand united against anti-LGBTQ bullying.

If it is not already evident, this event is going to be a huge moment in the state and truly, in the country. We are organizing buses and working with the City of Madison to make this event as large and as cooperative as possible. 

As the Associated Students of Madison, we see your role as a vital one in all regards to this event. What is the primary concern of a governing body, if not to protect the interests of the people it represents? 

You may think that this event is specific to one small population of students on our campus. But we would like you to reconsider that stance. We have recently been approached by the Wisconsin Alumni Student Board and will be the featured event on Friday April 15th during the annual All Campus Party--this opportunity will facilitate a much larger action-oriented event where LGBTQ identified students and allies will march up to the capitol together. Undivided by identities and united in their commitment to equality. Yes, the message may be a specific one, but until all students experience our campus as a safe and inclusive environment, we all must stand together. But the level of student engagement is as broad as our entire campus community and beyond. 

What we need is your support. In many ways...

