PAGE  
1
Athletics Resources


Athletics Resources and Recommendations from members of the Consortium of Higher Education LGBT Resource Professionals.

November 2011

Compiled by Kerry Poynter, 
Director, LGBTQA Resource Office
University of Illinois Springfield

NCAA Student-Athlete Affairs Grant Program

Awards member institutions $2,000 to fund personal development or health and safety programing/speakers. 
http://www.ncaa.org/wps/portal/ncaahome?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/ncaa/ncaa/academics+and+athletes/student-athlete+affairs/saa+grant+program+index&2010-11%20NCAA%20Educational%20Affairs%20Grant%20Program
NCAA Diversity Education Program

The page is a little outdated, the new contact person for the program is Jamie Fluker, jfluker@ncaa.org.
http://www.ncaa.org/wps/portal/ncaahome?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/ncaa/NCAA/About+The+NCAA/Diversity+and+Inclusion/Diversity+Programs/diversity_training.html
 
Athlete Ally

http://www.athleteally.com/
ATHLETE ALLY™ is a sports resource encouraging all individuals involved in sports to respect every member of their communities, regardless of perceived or actual sexual-orientation or gender identity or expression, and to lead others in doing the same. Athlete Ally provides social advocacy campaigns, on-campus trainings, and practical tools, including resources to locate and learn about allied athletes, coaches, teams, athletic clubs and sports-based advocacy projects around the country.

Hudson Taylor – Division 1 Wrestling Coach at Columbia University

http://www.athleteally.com/about-leadership/
http://www.athleteally.com/book/

Pat Griffin

A possible trainer for athletes and coaches, but especially coaches.  You might know her name from the "It Takes A Team" project which she ran before the project funding was cut.  She now runs a program for GLSEN called "Changing the Game": http://sports.glsen.org/.

She is professor Emeritus in the Social Justice Education Program at UMass, Amherst.  Her bio: http://sports.glsen.org/about-the-project/about-pat-griffin/.  This is a link to her blog: http://ittakesateam.blogspot.com/
Her background as a former coach and as faculty in the Social Justice Education program make a great combination.  She can really relate to the folks in athletics, she knows how to educate on difficult topics and she's an excellent trainer. 

Ideas from the Field

· Have a group of trained student athletes to be liaisons or support network for LGBTA athletes. Typically this can come from an athletics group or just have one student from each team volunteer. They will need to be trained on campus resources and how to be an ally in athletics in particular.
· Athletics Liaisons -- coaches, trainers, administrators etc., who can be listed as such and their information given to all student athletes -- the same with the group above. They also need to be trained.
· Annual or bi-annual trainings--bringing in speakers or choosing a topic for the athletics staff in general.
· Trainings for all first year student athletes and have a panel of out LGBTQ athletes if you have any at your campus. Most 1st year athletes have to take a 'freshman' seminar class together in most large school programs. Try to get into at least one hour of this each fall to talk with students about how to make their teams safe for LGBTQ athletes.
 

John Amaechi

http://www.johnamaechi.com/john/
Former National Basketball Association (NBA) for the Cleveland Cavaliers, National Basketball Hall of Fame, psychologist and motivational speaker. A retired American-born British basketball player who currently works as a psychologist, educator and political activist in Europe and the United States.

In February 2007, after his retirement from the NBA, Amaechi became the first former NBA player to come out publicly after doing so in his memoir Man in the Middle. Since then he has been regarded as one of the world's most high-profile gay athletes.
Fearless Photo Exhibit by Jeff Sheng

http://www.fearlesscampustour.org/Home.html
Jeff Sheng is an artist, photographer, and educator based in Los Angeles, California.  He teaches at the University of California, Santa Barbara, in the Art Studio and the Asian American Studies departments, specifically studio courses in photography as well as academic classes in Asian American Studies.  His photographs have been seen in the New York Times Magazine, Time Magazine, the Los Angeles Times and the Advocate, and he is a recent winner in the 2010 Photo District News Photo Annual Competition for Best Personal Photography Series from 2009.  

Jeff Sheng graduated from Harvard University in 2002, magna cum laude with a BA degree in Visual and Environmental Studies (filmmaking and photography), and he received his MFA in Studio Art from the University of California, Irvine, in 2007.  

Jeff is most known for his activist art projects, such as Fearless and FearlessCampusTour.org, that integrate photography with social activism, and Jeff frequently exhibits and speaks about his work at various high schools, colleges and corporations.
Dr. Susan Cahn, Department of History, Suny Buffalo – Gender & Sexuality in Sport
http://www.history.buffalo.edu/people/cahn.shtml
Women and Sports in the United States: A Documentary Reader edited by Susan K. Cahn and Jean O'Reilly (Northeastern University Press, 2007) 

Coming on Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Women's Sport (NY: Free Press, 1994; Harvard University Press, 1995).
"`So Far Back in the Closet We Can't Even See the Keyhole': Lesbianism, Homophobia, and Sexual Politics in Collegiate Women's Athletics," The New Lesbian Studies: Into the Twenty-First Century, eds. Toni McNaron and Bonnie Zimmerman (NY: Feminist Press of CUNY, 1996), 215-222.
Eric "Coach Gumby" Anderson

http://www.outsports.com/gumby/index.htm
Trailblazing: The True Story of America’s First Openly Gay Track Coach 

Outsports.com

http://www.outsports.com/

Outsports' mission is to build the broadest, deepest, most informative and most entertaining gay sports community. This encompasses  sports fans, teams and leagues. A mixture of breaking news, commentary, features, member profiles, photo galleries, and discussion boards, Outsports is the place to go for sports fans and athletes. Nothing like Outsports exists either on- or off-line. 
ESPN Outside The Lines documentary "The World of the Gay Athlete"

http://espn.go.com/page2/tvlistings/show62transcript.html

From Inside Higher Ed -  Inclusive Athletics By Allie Grassgreen, September 16, 2011
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2011/09/16/ncaa_clarifies_policies_on_transgender_student_athletes
The National Collegiate Athletic Association has clarified its policies on when transgender athletes can compete, largely embracing the recommendations of advocacy groups and making clear the circumstances under which a transitioning male can play on a female team, and vice versa.
